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Why Change Your Website? 
�  Make sites more mobile friendly 

Accelerated Mobile Pages Project 

�  Moving to HTTPS 

�  Increase speed 

�  Re-align with business goals 

�  New design 

�  And more! 
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Re-evaluate Your Website’s 
Tech 

�  Entry Level 
�  Weebly, GoDaddy, SquareSpace 

�  Old School  
�  straight HTML (Dreamweaver) 
�  Custom programmed CMS 

�  Enterprise Level 
�  All In One Platform 

�  If you don’t have access to login and make simple text 
changes to your site, that’s an issue. 
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You Want SEO With That? 

@BethKahlich 



WordPress! 
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Challenges for larger organizations 
Different roles of website (and technologies) 
Varied platforms – use the right platform for the right role! 
Your marketing website is unique! 



Before 
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2011 



2007 2009 



After mobile responsive 
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Google Search Console  
is Your Friend! 
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Your Web Developer  
is Your Friend 
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Do they have programming 
capabilities, or do they just know 
how to edit a site only from the 
WordPress backend? 
 
Big difference… 

A Webmasters Checklist to Protecting Traffic and Rankings During a Website Redesign 
https://www.searchenginenews.com/se-news/content/seo-tips-for-website-redesign 



What Next? 
 

Six Steps to a SEO Friendly 
Website Move 
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1. Crawl Your Own Site 
A.  Screaming Frog 

 

B.  Do a Google Search 
�  site:yourwebsite.com 

URL - web address of each  
page on the site 
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http://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/ 

Screaming Frog SEO Spider 
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Google Search of all pages 
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2. Map Site Architecture 
�  Use the software of your 

choice 

�  Microsoft Excel works well 
�  track old site architecture and 

new site architecture 
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Sample Before/After 
Site Architecture 
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Sample Before/After Site 
Architecture 



3. Map Before/After URLs 
�  Use Excel or Google Docs 

�  Share with your team – I have simple template I’ll share 
with you 
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4. Check Your Internal Links 
�  Back to our friend Screaming Frog 
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Find Hidden Internal Links  
to Old URLs 

Found incorrect link on this page – need to change to new URL 



5. Check External Links 
�  Free: Google Search Console 

�  Search Traffic > Links to Your Site > Your Most Linked Content 
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Check External Links 
�  Paid 

�  Open Site Explorer (Moz Tool) 
�  Majestic 
�  SEMrush 
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Sample Report – Referring 
Domains 



6. Redirects, Redirects, 
REDIRECTS! 

�  What is a redirect? 

�  A 301 redirect tells any visitor to your site (including 
Google) that the webpage has moved to a new URL 
[website address] 
�  visitors will be “redirected” to the new URL of the page 

�  302 redirect – temporary 
Don’t use these! 
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What is a 404? 
�  Tells human visitors and search engine visitors that the 

page is not located at that address 
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Site Not Moved Correctly 
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Redirects Can Be Easy If… 
�  You are using WordPress 

�  There are many “plugins” for WordPress 
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301 Redirect Plugin 
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Advanced	  –	  .htaccess	  for	  301	  Redirects	  
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�  Plugin – easy but some think it is too “code heavy” 

�  301 redirects can be done by your programmer in the 
.htaccess file 
�  stored at the hosting level 
�  accessed through FTP 
�  edit with any text editor 

�  When to do this 
�  Large site (50+ pages to be redirected) 
�  No planned changes to URLs after move 
�  Good access to your Programmer Friend J 



Advanced	  –	  URL	  Canonical	  Tag	  
<link rel="canonical" href="http://www.seotrainingdallas.com/seo-software-recommendations/" /

>	  

•  Tells	  Google	  what	  the	  exact	  website	  address	  is	  of	  your	  web	  
page	  
o  stored	  in	  the	  <head>	  secFon	  of	  your	  pages	  
o  unique	  to	  each	  page	  on	  your	  website	  

	  
•  Another	  good	  reason	  to	  use	  WordPress	  –	  it	  can	  handle	  this	  for	  

you	  
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https://yoast.com/rel-canonical/ 



What Happens When 
You Move Your Site? 
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What Google Does: 
Crawl Your Site More 
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Good Results: 
More Traffic from Google 
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Case Study from Large 
Ecommerce 

�  Merchandising team was doing a great job of changing 
the URLs to be more relevant 

�  They were well-aligned with website team – so 301s 
were happening correctly 

�  result – 17% drop in traffic 

�  Conclusion: 
HAVE A PLAN  
DON’T CHANGE  
TOO MUCH 



Wrap Up 
�  You should most likely plan on moving your site to a 

new design and/or platform every 3 years 

�  New technologies could mean you have to move your 
site sooner 

�  Don’t ignore  
Google Search Console 
�  Please! 

�  STAY ORGANIZED 

�  Make friends with your programmer J 
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QUESTIONS 


